
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Academic Quick Start
A guide for students and educators to get started!

● Downloading the Software
● Activating the Software
● Learning Resources
● Teaching Resources



Downloading the Software

Step 1
Click the download button from the Academic Quick Start page for the software you need.

● Tableau Desktop is the software you use to connect to data and analyze through a
drag and drop experience.

● Tableau Prep is a data preparation software that allows you to combine and clean
your data.

● Please review the technical specifications to ensure your device meets the minimum
requirement before you proceed.

Step 2
Click the “View the current version” button at the top of the Tableau Desktop Product
Download page or the Tableau Prep Builder Product Download page.

https://www.tableau.com/tft/activation
https://www.tableau.com/products/desktop
https://www.tableau.com/products/prep
https://www.tableau.com/products/techspecs
https://www.tableau.com/support/releases?=academic
https://www.tableau.com/support/releases?=academic
https://www.tableau.com/support/releases/prep?=academic


Step 3
Login or create an account to access the download file. This account will give you access to
content on the Tableau website such as future product releases, product webinars and
other learning resources and events.

We recommend that you use your school email, school name for “Organization” and
Student or Professor/Teacher for your “Job Role” for the information you input. This will
allow our Academic Team to keep you informed about program updates such as events or
webinars that we design specifically for our students and instructors. If this is of interest to
you, please ensure that you tick, “Yes, I would like to receive marketing communications…”.

http://tableau.com/


Step 4
Once you login, you should see the below page. Select the download link under “Download
Files” that is relevant to your operating system. If you are having any challenges, please take
another look at the tech specs page to ensure your computer meets the minimum
requirements for the software.

https://www.tableau.com/products/techspecs


Activating the Software

Step 1
After installing the software, open Tableau Desktop or Prep Builder to start the activation.
When you first open the software, you will be prompted to register the product. Use your
school email, school name under “Organization” and Student or Professor/Teacher for
“Job Title”.



Step 2
Click the “Help” tab at the top of your screen and click “Manage Product Keys”.

Step 3
The product key window will pop up. Click “Activate”.



Step 4
Select “Activate with a product key”.



Step 5
Copy and paste the product key in your email or the email forwarded by your instructor and
activate to start vizzing!



Learning Resources

● Tableau Free Training Videos
○ View our free training videos to get an overview of how our software works.

● Tableau Webinars
○ Join any of our free webinars to learn more about how companies are

analyzing their data with Tableau.
● Tableau Academic Programs on Tableau Public

○ Check out some sample vizzes with datasets to practice and explore.
● Tableau Community Projects

○ Practice your skills with sample data sets and exercises organized by our user
community!

● Tableau User Groups
○ Join a local community or groups that are of interest to you to learn and

network with peers or working professionals.
● Other Learning Resources

○ We curated other links that may be helpful as you start your learning journey.

https://www.tableau.com/learn/training
https://www.tableau.com/events/webinars
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/tableau.on.campus/vizzes
https://www.tableau.com/community/community-projects
https://usergroups.tableau.com/
https://trailhead.salesforce.com/help?article=Tableau-for-Teaching-Program-Learning-Resources-for-Academic-Instructors


Teaching Resources

● Tableau for Teaching Curriculum
○ Access curriculum & assignments curated for you to seamlessly incorporate

Tableau into your classroom.
○ Looking for more detailed information?

■ Check out this help article to better understand what is included in the
curriculum we provide.

■ Check out this helpful guide on what content is right for your class.
● Tableau for Teaching licensing & software for the classroom

○ This article provides information on our license types and software for you to
determine what makes sense for your classroom.

● Academic Success Stories
○ Hear from your peers about their experience in incorporating Tableau into

their classrooms.
● Tableau Support for Academic Instructors

○ Check out this article for how to troubleshoot or get help from our team!
● Tableau User Groups - Connecting with your peers!

○ University Teaching & Learning
○ Higher Education
○ K-12
○ Colorado K-12
○ California Community Colleges
○ Western Washington K-12

https://www.tableau.com/academic/tableau-teaching-curriculum
https://trailhead.salesforce.com/help?article=Getting-Started-with-Tableau-Academic-Curriculum
https://trailhead.salesforce.com/en/help?article=Teaching-With-Tableau-Academic-Curriculum
https://trailhead.salesforce.com/help?article=Getting-Started-with-Tableau-for-Teaching
https://www.tableau.com/academic/stories
https://trailhead.salesforce.com/help?article=Tableau-Support-for-Academic-Instructors
https://usergroups.tableau.com/university-teaching-learning-tableau-user-group/
https://usergroups.tableau.com/higher-education-tableau-user-group/
https://usergroups.tableau.com/k-12-tableau-user-group/
https://usergroups.tableau.com/colorado-k-12-tableau-user-group/
https://usergroups.tableau.com/california-community-colleges-tableau-user-group/
https://usergroups.tableau.com/western-washington-k-12-tableau-user-group/

